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Boston, Massachusetts USA,
hosted the XXII Congress of
ISTH which convened 11-16 July
2009.

Considered by many “clotting
and bleeding” clinicians and
scientists to be a premier
meeting, there were more
than 5,000 attendees from all
continents. The meeting was
jammed packed with numerous
plenary sessions and State-of-
Art lectures by current leaders
in their respective fields, oral communications, and
thousands of posters. As if this wasn't enough, the
Congress included an Education Program for the first time,
organised jointly by the Congress and the Scientific and
Standardisation Committee “to provide attendees with an
opportunity to broaden and deepen their knowledge of
thrombosis and haemostasis.” Therefore, it was of utmost
importance to pace one self and be selective with what to
attend to avoid mental burnout!

Andreas Greinacher delivered an excellent plenary
talk on heparin-induced thrombocytopenia (HIT)
summarising the knowledge to date, as well as pro-
posing a new concept in the immunology of HIT that
the antibody directed at heparin/PF4 complex upon
heparin treatment is misguided and as a
result of prior exposure to PF4, perhaps
induced by endogenous non-heparin factors
such as bacteria.

It was pleasing to see several Australians
flying the flag at the meeting. In particular,
Professor Stephen Hogg delivered the Oscar
Ratnoff Memorial Lecture on the Contribution
of Allosteric Disulfide Bonds to Regulation of
Haemostasis while Professor Shaun Jackson
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During Thrombus  Development.
Both were well received. State
of the Art Lectures from the
Congress can be sourced
from Journal of Thrombosis and
Haemostasis ~ Special  Issue:
State of the Art 2009; Vol 7
Issue s1:1-339.

On the social side, Boston was
beautiful in summer allowing
visitors to savour not only
in the history, but also the
academics (Harvard and M.I.T),
culture, and sports. From the historic neighborhoods
of Beacon Hill (where Senator John Kerry resides) and
the North End, to the many museums (Museum of Fine
Arts) and cultural attractions (Boston has the oldest
library in USA), from Fenway Park (home of the Boston
Red Sox) to the ivy-covered halls of Harvard, there
was something for everyone who visits. Finally, we were
also lucky that the meeting coincided with Boston's
annual hosting the Tall Ships from around the world,
in keeping with New England’s maritime tradition.

Although some of us encountered some of the perils of
travelling to and from the US, the meeting was a success
providing the opportunity to get away from routine
work to refresh oneself, to reacquaint with colleagues

== and friends from around the world to
| discuss possible new collaborations while
seeing “what’s new” in our respective areas
of interest.

The XXIII congress of ISTH will convene
in Kyoto, Japan on 23-29 July 2011. I'm told
that it's a beautiful city and surely many
more Australians will attend if for no reasons
other than because it will be much closer to
home. Hope to see you there.

delivered the Marion Barnhart Memorial
Lecture on Modern Concepts of Platelet Activation

Mark Crowther (McMaster
University, Hamilton) with Huyen
Tran at Conference Centre.

UPCOMING MEETINGS

MEETING

Australian Vascular Biology Society ASM

WHERE/DATES

Canberra 10-13 September 2009

Huyen Tran

CONTACT

http://www.avbs.org/meet html

Challenges in Coagulation

Sydney 26 September 2009

tcjp@novonordisk.com

2009 BSHT/UKHCDO Annual Meeting

Newcastle Upon Tyne 7-9 October 2009

www.bsht.org.uk/

AIMS 2009 National Scientific Meeting

Adelaide 12-16 October 2009

Www.aims.org.au

ASTH Scientific Workshop 2009

Adelaide 17 October 2009

ASTH@bigpond.com
grace.gilmore@health.wa.gov.au

HAA2009
Joint Annual Scientific Meeting HSANZ/ANZBT/ASTH

Adelaide 18-21 October 2009

www.fcconventions.com.au/HAA2009/
Abstract submission closes 13 July 2009

APSTH-JSTH joint Symposium

Osaka, Japan 20-22 November 2009

http://www.jsth.org/apsth/information/0008.html

The American Society of Haematology
51st Annual Meeting

New Orleans 5-8 December 2009

www.hematology.org

20th Congress of the International Society for
Fibrinolysis and Proteolysis

Amsterdam 24-28 August 2010

www.isfp2010.0rg



