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Prague, February 2009 – 

the  setting for the 3rd 

International Symposium 

on Women’s Health Issues 

in Thrombosis and Haemo

stasis. With all the usual 

suspects and all the usual 

subjects. This biannual 

conference is an excellent 

way to review the most 

up-to-date opinions on 

what is happening in this field. It is small enough to catch 

up with friends and colleagues from around the world and 

an excellent way to remind oneself why Christmas is much 

better in summertime. Most of the eminent speakers in this 

area are invited to give talks but as we know, the data in this 

field is not rapidly evolving so it is probably only worthwhile 

going to the meeting every other year if your focus for 

attendance is on updating your clinical knowledge rather 

than building relationships. It is an excellent forum for 

identifying where gaps in our knowledge in this field lie and 

discussing with like-minded clinicians to fill the gaps. 

In  particular this year there were excellent presentations 

on  microparticles and placental haemostasis and Anath 

Karumanchi, from Harvard gave an excellent talk on 

Angiogenesis and Preeclampsia – summarizing current 

knowledge of the role of sFlt and endoglin in pathogenesis 

of this important pregnancy complication. Scott Nelson 

from Glasgow gave an excellent talk about thrombosis 

in  assisted reproductive techniques. Marc Rodger from 

Ottawa, Canada provided an excellent summary of 

Thrombophilia and Gestational Vascular Complications – 

suggesting as many of us know there are insufficient data to 

recommend routine testing for thrombophilias in women 

with pregnancy complications at this stage as it is not clear 

that their increased prevalence in women with these 

conditions plays a causal role. Most importantly, being at 

the meeting gave me an opportunity to invite Marc to be 

one of the Society’s invited speakers at the 2010 HAA 

meeting in Auckland. I am happy to report that he 

enthusiastically said yes! I also caught up with Mike 

Greaves from Aberdeen at the conference – Mike is one of 

the editors of the Journal of Thrombosis and Haemostasis 

and also is coming to Auckland in 2010. I thought we could 

have a pregnancy focus for that meeting – but I digress… 

The Symposium is also attracting more proffered papers 

giving young investigators a chance to present.

All of the abstracts for the conference, providing excellent 

reviews of the topics covered, are available in a special 

supplement of Thrombosis Research 2009 volume 123, 

Supplements 2 (S1-165) and 3 (S1-29). I certainly would 

recommend looking out 

for  the 4th WHITH in 2011 

– I  am not sure where – 

another central European 

destination, I am sure. I 

have suggested Cracow – 

would love it to be St 

Petersburg but I think that 

would be too cold.

Claire McLintock

Women’s Health Issues  
in Thrombosis and Haemostasis
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UPCOMING MEETINGS IN 2009
MEETING WHERE/DATES CONTACT

XXII International Symposium on Technological 
Innovations in Laboratory Hematology

Las Vegas
11-14 May 2009

http://www.islh.org

XXII Congress ISTH with  
55th Annual SSC Meeting

Boston
11-16 July 2009

http://www.isth2009.com/

2009 BSHT/UKHCDO Annual Meeting Newcastle Upon Tyne
7-9 October 2009 

www.bsht.org.uk/

AIMS 2009 National Scientific Meeting Adelaide 
12-16 October 2009

www.aims.org.au

ASTH Scientific Workshop 2009 Adelaide
17 October 2009

ASTH@bigpond.com
grace.gilmore@health.wa.gov.au

HAA2009 – Joint Annual Scientific Meeting 
HSANZ/ANZBT/ASTH

Adelaide 
18-21 October 2009

www.fcconventions.com.au/HAA2009/
Abstract submission closes 13 July 2009

APSTH-JSTH joint Symposium Osaka, Japan
20-22 November 2009

http://www.jsth.org/apsth/information/0008.html

The American Society of Haematology  
51st Annual Meeting

New Orleans
5-8 December 2009

www.hematology.org

20th Congress of the International Society 
for Fibrinolysis and Proteolysis

Amsterdam
24-28 August 2010

www.isfp2010.org

Australian governments have funded the redevelopment of the Australian Bleeding Disorders Registry 
(ABDR) to provide a clinical tool for specialist staff in designated treatment centres and clinics and to 
improve treatment outcomes for patients with bleeding disorders across Australia.  It was implemented in 
December 2008. 

This redevelopment has been undertaken by the National Blood Authority (NBA), in collaboration with the 
Australian Haemophilia Centre Directors’ Organisation (AHCDO), Haemophilia Foundation Australia and all 
Australian governments. 

The ABDR will be used to register all patients who require clotting factor replacement therapy, in order to 
gain a better understanding of the incidence and prevalence of bleeding disorders.  This information will also 
be used to understand demand for, and to facilitate ordering of, clotting factor product.  

Statistics currently available on people with bleeding disorders underestimate the total number requiring 
access to clotting factor product.  By registering your patients, you will increase the accuracy of these 
statistics to ensure there is sufficient product available to meet the clinical needs of your patients.  

How will this change the way I treat my patients? 
It won’t!  Patients will continue to access treatment and clotting factor product the same way they do now.

What do I need to do? 
Register your patients by completing the ABDR Patient Registration form and faxing it to your nearest 
Haemophilia Treatment Centre or Bleeding Disorders Clinic.  Copies of the ABDR Patient Registration Form 
and a contact list for treatment centres and clinics can be downloaded from www.ahcdo.org.au.

What about patient privacy? 
Only the health care team and support staff involved in providing medical services have access to the 
personal information of their patients.  Other authorised users only have access to limited, depersonalised 
and/or summary information where all identifying information is removed to protect patient privacy. 

Where can I get more information? 
For more information about the ABDR and the registration of patients visit www.ahcdo.org.au or call AHCDO 
on (03) 9885 1777 or info@ahcdo.org.au.


